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Hutt Valley MES -
The first Wed of the month
Wed 5 April
at the clubrooms Petone

Being Kids. Roger Corlett playing trains with his loco ‘The Bee Jax’ on
Sunday 5 March at the Palmerston North open weekend.
Below - The 2"scale Cat demonstrated the same day. - Photos Anderson

Bring along some bits and pieces and we will
have our own evening'’s entertainment.

HVMES Committee Meeting The next one
will be on 3rd Tuesday, 18 April, 7.30pm — at
the Clubrooms.

Maidstone MES -
Our club mee tingwillbea t
7.30pm on Thursda y 6" April.
NB - one w eek earlier than usual
beca use o fEas ter.

inthe IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper Hutt.

We will w elcome i tems o finterestthat members
may wish t o sho w or discuss.

HVMES Notes - Claude Poulsen

March Meeting.

To be somewhat different the general Meeting for
March was held at Mainline Steam Trust's depot at
Plimmerton.

A very gratifying twenty three members and
associates gathered to hear lan Welch talk to us, to
look at the engines housed there, and the work being
done on them. To give us an idea of his involvement
with the project lan told us that his interest in railways
stemmed from a beginning with HO models, then
somewhat of alag in time then into full size live steam.
He did not elaborate on the various engines that
Mainline Steam now possesses, but went on to speak
about some of the small gauge engines he now has. In
the store shed, for the night, we were able to have a
close look at Harold Sinclair's last model to be built
(and finished by Paul Newton) the Garratt.

The very impressive model of “Gloria”, J 1211
was also there, along with #25 in a stripped down
condition. Stripped down because work is needed on
the piping in the Briggs fire box. For many of us this
was a chance to have a close look at a large 72"G boiler
and in particular the Briggs fire box.

Before we moved over to the main engine shed
lan very kindly gave us a quick explanation of what “Stud
Welding” is about.

Into the Engine Shed and a close look at the
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magnificent engines therein. Ab 663
ready | understood to be steamed. Also on the same
track the full size  “Gloria” J 1211
Ka942 was being worked on and over, again we could
study in detail the chassis of the Ks as parts of

were spread around too. It was on these frames that
Mike Coghlan was able to show us the work that he had
once been involved with in repairing cracked frames.
This made the statement of “Repaired frame” come into
context.

I am remiss in that | did not make a list of the other
engines in the shed. But it was good to see
electric (the class | travelled behind to and from work
over many years). There was a Dj diesel in a stripped
down condition and still needing a lot of TLC.

From the Engine Shed we went out to the yard

where some very impressive work has been done. A
pit where the axle set from the engines can be dropped
out, moved sideways and then picked up with a mobile
crane. And yes there is all the machinery on site that is
needed to handle these very weighty tasks. Then down
to the turn table, ex Marton, which lan showed us just
how balanced it is. When we stood evenly dispersed on
it John Antliff could turn the table with very little effort.
It would have been interesting to see him do the same
with 130 tonnes of “J “ locomotive. However with the
engine properly balanced on the turntable it can be
done.

By this time dusk had set in and we returned to
the Store shed, and kitchen, for a welcome cuppa and
natter. lan found no question too much to answer and
showed his pride in what he and his Mainline Steam
team have achieved.

The interest in the visit was shown by the number
that attended. It was good to see Peter Wood, Dean
Cook, lan Webb and lan Wilson there. Mike Hartle had
both Blair and Callum with him and they don’t normally
get to meetings. Roy Hamilton had his wife Alex with
him too, so we were honoured
and the idea of this visit ‘away’
was well vindicated.

The evening closed with a
vote of appreciation to lan for his
hospitality.

At the Track.

The rostered teams have
been working well, though not
always assisted by the weather!
Claude has often started earlier
than our timetabled 1300hrs and
on Sunday 12 March he had only
3 passengers prior to this time.
The whole afternoon satisfied
only another 20. It was not wet
but just one of those uncertain

*2*

sitting there

. On the next track

K915
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Maidstone Notes

We extend greetings and our best wishes to our
members and to readers of this newsletter. March has
again been a good month. Weather has been
excellent. We are however still having difficulty in
getting enough workers to man working bees and in
getting operators to adequately man our track
operations on public running days. We will appreciate
any further efforts members can make to assist in
those directions.

- Bob Begbie

Club activities planned for April include:-

*) RAILWAY RUNNING DAYS: - 1pm — 4pm each day.

SUNDAY 2nd APRIL — Team 1
SUNDAY 16th APRIL — Team 2

*) WORKING BEES: - SATURDAY MORNINGS 1, 8, 15,

22 & 29th April

*) APRIL GENERAL MEETING: - Thursday 6th April (We
have had to bring the meeting forward a week to avoid

a clash with the

Easter long
weekend). The
meeting will
commence at

7.30 pm in the
IHC centre in
Goodshed Road
Upper Hutt. The
meeting will
concentrate on
club business but
will welcome
items of interest
that members
may wish to show
or discuss.

Our March
meeting was
poorly attended.
Some of the
business was
curtailed. We did
however decide
to buy a cell
phone, to be kept
permanently on
site for
emergency use.
In the past we
have tried to rely
on members to
bring phones to
club activities but
that has not
always worked.
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days with a southerly coming in over the harbour The
previous weekend had not been too bad and there were
about 180 passengers. It should be noted that Claude
is putting in some extra days by running on his own on
some of the Saturdays. The weekend of writing, 19
March, we had 95 passengers but Claude had over 120
on the Saturday which was the better day weather wise.
Roy Hamilton has made a difference to the look of the
station by removing all the old paint, scraping and
sanding, prior to alterations and in preparation for a
proper repaint. Thanks Roy !

We decided at the

same meeting to purchase a new and possibly more
comprehensive first aid kit, again to be kept on site,
but with the hope we will never have to use it.

This newsletter is the first of the 2006/07
Maidstone Club financial year. Club subscriptions are
now due and payable, to the treasurer. For 2006/7
subscriptions have been carried over unchanged.
Subscription rates are:-

*) Junior Members - $15.00 p/a



*) Country Members - $20.00 p/a
*) Adult Members - $25.00 p/a

*) Family Group - $30.00 p/a

*) Superannuitants - $20.00 p/a

Our annual general meeting will
be held on 11th May. Further details
will be provided in Blast Pipe for May.
Will members please consider what
responsibility or club position they
might undertake for the coming year
and where necessary have
nominations proposed and seconded
to the secretary by 10th April.

That s all the news we have at the
moment. | wish the best to our
readers.

Over the -Idjtuie Poulsen

| know | am, but | mean over the
Rimutuka Hill! — to Featherston’s
Open Day on 11th March. Zona and |
got there a little later than we had intended to find
the Day in full swing. It was a lovely sunny day and a
Mister Whippy sundae to start with, was just the thing.
The Cross Creek Fell Society’s track is located on what
| have always thought of as Featherston’s village
green. Just off to your left about halfway through the
town as you come off the hill.

The track is basically a round cornered square
and is flat and 7%2"G only. There is a very neat
representation of a bridge and a short tunnel. Avery
well built and attractive station, with the original ticket
box from the now rebuilt Featherston Station, in it.

There was a busy line up of locomotives
operating, and as | recall them there were — Graeme
Harris, David Brownlow, and Alistair Maciver with the
‘Fairlie’ and ‘InterCity’ , Richard Lockett's ‘Robyn’
Ross Nichols’ Phantom  ‘Old Eli’ , John Harman's
‘Ec8’ , also Colin Burleigh with ‘Ec11’ and ateam of
Laurie Bason, Chris Ambrose and John lves. Stuart
AndersonranhisNZR ‘Dh’ andofcourse ‘H199' took
pride of place.

Later in the day an impressive 5"G loco saton a

My name is Hornsby. | was born around 1912 in a Grantham and
Stockport factory.

They gave me a number of 41696. | passed my test and was rated at
four horsepower.

limmigrated far away to New Zealand to a warehouse of Read and Grey
in Dunedin - the sole agents of Hornsby engines.

| didn’t stay in Dunedin long. | was put on a train and was sent to Masterton
in the North Island, then to a farm wool shed belonging to the McKinstry
family at Maunguru on Maunguru Road.

There | was mounted in the shearing shed where | drove the machines
for many years. One night there was a very bad storm and a large tree
came crashing through the shed roof onto my back. This broke a lot of
my parts and bent my crank. | lay broken and bent for many years.

Then one day a chap called Graham Pearce came and took me to his
home in Masterton where he started to fix and paint all my broken parts.
It was good to be going together again.

One day he cranked me over and now | go just like new. I now only come
out on special occasions like today where | do my best to operate
smoothly. Now and again | misfire and stop. | do that for a bit of attention.
| reckon at my age | can do that. | like being admired.

Yours faithfully, Hornsby 41696

Hornsby engine photos at the Featherston Fair Day by Claude Poulsen
The detail shows the governor which controls fuel to the carburettor

trolley for all to admire. It bore

the name ‘Lady Chatterly’ but
| was not able to find out more
about it.

In support of the day there
were two military vehicles from
a local collection, track racing
motor bikes, various food and
goods stalls, and a very
interesting display of stationary
engines, all running. Whilst
each one was well worth
inspection, all beautifully
restored, one that | have never
seen before was a Hornshy.
Painted a very nice maroon and
lots of visible working parts.
With a very unusual ignition
mechanism, it only fired as the
governor slowed down and then
only put a squirt of fuel into the
carburettor. All nice and easy to
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constructed “Tich” in 3%" gauge,

a contractors type engine of 0-4-0

wheel arrangement and about
350mm long. It was quite able to

haul its driver with strong even
beats with its 50mm diameter
driving wheels just a blur. | can't
say | saw it circulating the main line

with so many larger engines
running, but its owner, Graeme
Castleton certainly ran up and
down the service trackage. As is
usual during these meets, few of
the resident Palmerston engines
were run, the track being given
over to the visitors. Noted were
engines from Hutt Valley, Kapiti,
New Plymouth, and Featherston.
The Palmerston Club has a strong
following for Traction Engines with

3" and 4" scale representatives

see operating. As an aside | collected my latest copy
of “Model Engineer” since then and there is an article
on a Hornsby tracked, tractor, built for use in the
Yukon!

What surprised me was that by about 2pm the
crowd had virtually gone, the stalls were coming
down, and the locos off the track. Speaking of track,
Featherston must be unique in as much as they must
be the only club in New Zealand, if not the world,
whose track runs across a public road to their storage
shed.

A treat in store was the Featherston Society’s
hosting of the visitors at the local RSA at the end of
the day. Allin all a very pleasant and rewarding time.

Locomotion 2006 Palmerston North
— Gavin McCabe & Editor

from New Plymouth,
supplementing the local smaller varieties. A marquee

tent on site had a good display of their Club members
work. A working model of a Bentley Radial Aero engine
took my eye. Its 9 cylinders were capable of driving the

24" diameter propellor connected to it. During the
afternoon the owner started it up for a demonstration

for all to see.

The Palmerston North fraternity provided morning
and afternoon tea, coupled with a delightful lunch and
for those who stayed for the evening, a fish and chip
supper with fruit salad and trifle for dessert.

My No.66 loco was the last to vacate the track and
by 8.30pm | was heading for home arriving back around

Saturday 4 ™ March
saw me up and early for
the drive to Palmerston
North. The weather
forecast for Wellington
was appalling, but
indicated it might be OK
for the Manawatu region.
As | had loaded the van
the evening before, | had
decided to go rain or
shine. It rained all the
way right through to
Levin, but then it
miraculously cleared to
be a fine sunny day with
just a light Southerly
breeze. By the time |

arrived at the track, there were already a
number of Loco’s and Traction Engines in
steam. Palmerston have excellent facilities
for handling large motive power and in no
time No.66 was soon on a steaming bay
and being prepared for a day’s running.

The Palmerston track is all at ground
level catering for 3¥4", 5", and 7%2” gauges
and during the day representatives of all
the gauges were to be seen circulating the :
track. The smallest I noticed was a nicely wind!

Top - Alan Mayo in
the checked jacket
discusses his Cat
D11R bulldozer with

some admirers.
Bottom group -
Graeme Hall

running his Bentley
9cyl radial engine

and a still of itin the
tent pre the gust of




10.30. The roads around Wellington still showed
puddles and wet areas so | knew | had the better day.
Thanks Palmerston for your hospitality and a really
pleasant day out.

The Sunday was my, the Editor’s, turn to attend as
| had been at the Martinborough Fair the previous day.
The wind had truned to the northwest and became failrly
strong and gusty by the end of the day. One strong
gust midafternoon blew the exhibition tent down on
top of the models and resulted in some damage
including a broken prop on the radial engine that
Graeme Hall had earlier had running again.

did not feel up to much more than getting themselves
ready for the trip home. The 5"G Wab was soon loaded
ready to head back to New PLymouth. Monty George
ran into the afternoon before loading his Fowler T E
and Bruce Geange had his 3" Burrell in steam and
trundling around for a large part of the day.

Activity on the track continued with Dg760 (Mike
Hartle) with Keith Betts driving a fair bit, Grant
Alexander with  Nutkin , Alastair Maciver with Graeme
Harris’s Sweet Pea now un-named and blue like one
of Brian Wheeler's Locos. David Brownlow is looking
after it and has installed a spare trailing bogie so it is
now an 0-4-4ST of sorts, and much steadier on its
feet. Graeme tells me that it will be named
Dorothy  in due course. John Harman had
running and Clive Walton a local member, but from
New Plymouth, had Maid Marion  running for a good
part of the day. Laurie Perkins had the blue Wab687
out for an airing and then there were two Wanganui
members, Eddie Bleaksley and Allan Morgan with

Lady
Ec8

another Sweet Pea Mavis Myre anda Dsa77 . The
Dsa sported a train of two neat sit astride carriages in

a dark green bearing the letters WLR and we can only
assume the W is for Wanganui. Roger Corlettran The

Bee Jax over most of the day too.

Another road vehicle put to the test was Chris
Rogers Blue Clayton steam wagon mentioned in the
last Blast Pipe when it

The first thing that took the eye on
arrival was the model of the bulldozer
sitting on top of a pile of earth. Over the
course of the day it was spread out as the
radio controlled machine built by Alan Mayo
of TeHoro did its thing. Alan gets into all
sorts of projects in the aeronautical and
boating areas. The desire for a different
model resulted in this 2” scale Cat D11R
taking shape. Battery powered, it did not
make the racket of the full sized version but
quietly responded to Alan’s control. The
lids on the exhausts appeared to lift while
working.

Peter George had come down with his
family and played on the Saturday but they
did not unload his 4"scale Foster traction
engine on the Sunday as they had had a
tumultuous night with a stomach bug, and

was seen at the Kapiti
open weekend. Chris
steamed it again but
with the  water
problems solved he is
now unhappy with the
gearing ratio as the
engine was
struggling. He is not
short of projects
though, as in the
exhibition tent he had
the body, chassis and
bogie of a BR bogie
coach he is
constructing.

From Here &
There

Right - Bruce Geange steaming up his 3" scale
Burrell single on the Sunday at Palmerston North.
Photos - Anderson

- the Editor

e Canterbury
Tales for March
reports that “As from
April the club is

Allan Morgan with Dsa77 and the two
neat bogie caoches.

recommissioning the
pool at Andrews Cres because it is
going to take at least a couple of years
to get the resource consent etc for the
new pond at Halswell.”

Another Class ‘08" 7%/5"G
diesel has been completed. Steve
Gibson in his report thanks other club
members who have helped him with
the achievement. He explains that he
is from the boating section of the club
and it has meant a whole lot of
learning in methods, machines and

tooling. He now has a loco for the
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lot that set out to undo the good that
other sections of the community are
involved in. They have decided not
to reinstate the tank as it has been
targeted before. This is a shame
as it was a realistic looking part of
the railway. Harold Wilkes’ photo
of the result is reproduced here.

They have already come up
with the first of the flyers for the
Convention they are to host in
January 2008.

If you want something more in

grandchildren to get involved with but over the time

of building they have moved from Christchurch! It will

be on hand for visits and as there is some form of a
gravitational pull to Christchurch they could well be
back. Congratulations to Steve.

e Rotorua reportedin ‘Boilers’ (sans Bollards)
that they have bought a water blaster for use around

the facilities and plan to allow members to use it on
home jobs for a $10 donation.

They are advertising another Open Weekend at
the end of April, 29 — 30/4

In the same issue Grant Alexander reported on
his trip up to Whangarei for their open weekend. He
made it a bit of a track crawl with several calls on the
journey.  Nutkin had an unspecified water supply
problem which was solved with some local help.

This local expertise often comes to light at open
weekends and the latest Blowdown from Kapiti records

“John and Tony Ives brought a loco but had
serious trouble with a broken stub axle on the trailer.
The maintenance gang from Palmerston soon

the present they have advertised
their traditional Queens Birthday run over 3 — 5 June
2006 and call it a Mid Winter Meet. This follows the
American trend but for one fact — there will be NO
chance of snow over that weekend!

e The March Northern Views from Whangarei
includes an encouraging comment on Wally Webbs
latest project of building another log wagon. Itis to
create a more interesting train for the younger
members to pull around.

e Auckland, intheir March Micrometer
some comment on the running of their display and
track at the time of the Panmure Basin Festival 18/19
Feb. Thisis a change from the usual Easter weekend.
They had some successful running and the display of
73 items in the traditional basement exhibition.

During the course of the Sunday two guide dogs
were on site to help in promoting the cause to which
the proceeds of the day were going.

Good work Auckland. Itis great to see this wider
involvement in the community.

sized up the situation and discovered that the
bearing had seized. We really appreciated the
effort that was immediately putin place. A new
bearing was obtained, and the stub axle was
welded so John and Tony were able to return
home. A really great effort by the lads at
Palmerston to assist a visitor faced with a real
disaster - thank you all.”

e The Autumn Blowdown from
Kapiti is out already as you will gather from
the quote above. Delivered by e-mail, it made
a good read but again the Editor was not
named. | am sure Brian Wheeler will get
around to a title page with some basic club
contact information and the name of the
person taking responsibility for the content.
There was comment on their own open
weekend and some more on the side trips at

Canmod time, along with other open weekends that
have been attended since.

They report that Colin Burleigh’'s G1 Garden
Railway is to be opened by the Mayor on 29 April.

e Manukau report on their extra open weekend
which included a special run for families of those with
special needs on 6 Feb, Waitangi Day. They had 11
locos running and gave 1000 free rides that day. The
‘Mad Butcher’ sponsored sausages for a sizzle and
there were drinks by ‘Frucor’. All had a wonderful time.

Then they report that on Fri 17 Feb vandals got
at their water tank and destroyed it. What a mindless

The pervasive Nutkin and Grant
Alexander at Palmerston North

Dates to Note

14 - 17 April 2006 -- Easter at Havelock or
Sydney

29 - 30 April -- Rotorua Open Weekend

20 - 21 May -- Thames Open Weekend

3 - 5 June -- Manukau Mid Winter Meet

Every fine Sunday afternoon the HYMES run at

the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs - Welcome.

Maidstone, Upper Hutt, run on the 1st, and 3rd

Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!

, have




