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Stephen Sandford with our #2970 and another couple of satisfied 
customers returning to the station after their three laps on Sunday 15 
March.  So many parents tell us they were given rides when they 
were children and now they are ‘educating’ their children at even 
earlier ages.  Perhaps it is an excuse for them to wind back the 
years and have another ride.     Photo — Anderson 

HVMES Auction – Saturday 16 May.  
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Left— It was a novelty on 
Sunday 15 March to have 
Belton Manor running 
around the raised track in the 
opposite direction.  Instead of 
the possibility of trains pacing 
each other up the straight 
they get to pass every circuit. 
David Brownlow on Belton 
Manor and Alan Spinks on 
#2970. . 
 
Middle —It was good to see 
trains coming out of the other 
end of the tunnel too. 
 
Bottom — Another auction 
item—a dividing head setup 
designed to utilize Myford 
change wheels.  The banjo is 
modified from the original 
Sparey design. 
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Left — The good sized train in 
service at Tauranga on 8 March.  
Black Magic is the club loco 
based on a GM Switcher and 
powered with a B&S petrol 
engine with hydraulic 
transmission.  Warren Karlsson 
in control. 
 
Middle — The hand jigger—free 
to use on the raised track. 
 
Bottom — The relief loco leaves 
the Tauranga ‘Palmerville’ 
station area with another load 
and with Ron Salisbury driving. 
Black Magic is getting 
treatment in the left background. 
 — Photos  - Anderson 
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At Kapiti MR Open Weekend again. 
Left — John Ives is driving Graeme Brown’s #97 tram and trailer 
unit and is selecting the station road he wishes to enter.  He gets an 
indication of the actual setting.  
Right — Sam Somers is responding to a request from the 
Stationmaster to clear the starting signal for no.2 road.  The driver 
gets a white light (that Chris likes to call ‘blue’) on the gantry, and 
with ‘right of way’ can depart. 
     Photos—Anderson 

The Kapiti MR crossing alarms had a good workout over their open 
weekend in February.  They proved to be fairly reliable in detecting 
the train approaching but the driver’s are still required to respond to 
the ‘WHISTLE’ sign.  Gary Bly is in charge of John Romanes’ 
newish Alco PA #15. 
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Tooth 
height Error in 54 

  
tooth gear 

(thou) 
0.01 0 
0.04 0 
0.09 3 
0.16 5 
0.25 7 
0.37 9 
0.50 13 
0.66 22 
0.85 31 
1.05 51 
1.15 62 
1.29 71 
1.55 91 
1.84 126 
2.15 174 
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Number of 
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Will cut Gears 
from 

Number of 
Cutter 

Will cut Gears 
from 

3 35 to 54 7 14 to16 

The cutter is correct for the lowest number of teeth in 
the range 


