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Email address - hvmes@steammachine.com
Website - http://www.steammachine.com/hvmes
President - Claude Poulsen Ph 568-8507
Secretary - Gavin McCabe Ph 567-4487
Treasurer - David Grant-TaylorPh 938-1458
Editor  - Peter Anderson Ph 232-4533     pjand@clear.net.nz

and the
MAIDSTONE MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC
c/o 95 Holdsworth Av, Trentham, Upper Hutt   5018
President - Alan Thom Ph
Secretary - Bob Begbie Ph 528-9114    rbegbie@xtra.co.nz
Treasurer - Brian Hawke Ph 528-4938
Patron - His Worship Mayor Wayne Guppy.
Location - Maidstone Park, Upper Hutt

** July 2006 **

Hutt Valley MES -

Wednesday 5 July is our usual meeting
night commencing at 7-45pm.

Come for an Antarctic experience

A presentation by Nic Donnelly and
Geoff Linnell  on a 6 week work trip to
Antarctica in late 2005, working for LINZ which
has geodetic, hydrographic and topographic
responsibilities in the Ross Dependency,
Antarctica. All Welcome

We look forward to seeing some more bits
and pieces on the table too - so bring your
contribution.

HVMES Committee Meeting  The next one
will be on 3rd Tuesday, 18 July, 7.30pm — at
the Clubrooms.

 Maidstone MES -
Our club  mee ting will be a t

7.30pm on Thursda y 13th J uly.

in the IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper
Hutt.

We will concen tra te on club business. An y
items o f in teres t tha t members are able t o

sho w will be apprecia ted.

NOTICE OF MEETINGS

We extend our greetings and best wishes to our
members and to readers of this newsletter. We hope
you are all managing in the present miserable weather.
We can only hope things will improve soon. The winter
solstice has now passed. The sun is heading back in
our direction and we are on the downhill run to summer
again.

We extend a special greeting to George Harvey
who has had a short spell in hospital and is now at home
recovering. We wish George the best and a speedy
recovery.

We were delighted to see that Model Engineer had
published in the club news section of issue 4269 a note
of Trevor Watt’s election to life membership of our
society. The Model Engineer warmly congratulated
Trevor on his election.  T hanks to M E and the Club
News Editor, Mr. Malcolm Stride for their kind thoughts.
We do appreciate the interest they take in our activities.

While with the Model Engineer I would like to say
that I am very pleased to see and very interested in the
series just commenced on the Tangye Engineering
Company. I remember, from my schooldays that a lot
of sawmills I visited were driven by Tangye engines.  A
16” bore by 32” stroke single cylindered horizontal
engine with a very large flywheel was widely used in
smaller mills which processed large and heavy logs of
N.Z. native timbers. I have been interested to read of
products other than steam engines of the Tangye
Company and been fascinated by their claim they would
build anything they could get out the works gate. They

From the — HUTT VALLEY MODEL
ENGINEERING SOCIETY INC.

6 Marine Parade, Petone, New Zealand   6008
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Maidstone Notes - Bob Begbie

Laurie Bason with his Great Northern Alco FA-1 coming off the
new bridge at Raumati on the Saturday of the KMR open
weekend in February this year.  This loco was built by John
Romanes back in 1998.

       -  Photo Anderson
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The AGM on 7 J une
We started off with 12 present and then there were

thirteen.  Brian Jordan of Wainuiomata joined us as a
visitor for the meeting having checked by phone about
the meeting.

Claude Poulsen presented the Annual Report for
2005-2006.  It is featured at the end of these notes.

In the absence of Rex Hill on his OE, the
Treasurer’s report was also opened for discussion by
Claude.  Of note was the increase in track receipts due
to the number of running days carried out by Claude,
additional to the normal rostered Sunday afternoons.
Our thanks to Claude for this extra funding boost.
Consideration was then given to the future subscription
rate and the recommendation of the retiring treasurer
that the subs for 2007-8 be increased to $30 and $15.
(NB - this year the sub is still $27.00 and $13.50
and became due on 31 March 2006)

The motions regarding Family membership were
passed so we now have facility for such membership
at 1.5 times the ordinary sub. This will cover spouse/
partner and dependent children up to age 18.

In forming a new committee it was pointed out
that Rex was not standing as treasurer and John
Beeforth was not standing as a committee member.
After some volunteering, during and after the meeting
we now have the following committee –

President – Claude Poulsen
Vice President – Peter Anderson
Secretary – Gavin McCabe
Treasurer - David Grant-Taylor
Editor – Peter Anderson
Committee – Ron Blackwood, Roy Hamilton,

Ross Johnson
Boiler Committee – Gavin McCabe,

David Grant-Taylor
Driver Training – Mike Coghlan

Thanks were expressed to John Beeforth  and
to Rex Hill  for their service and contribution to the
working of the club.

Continuing into an ordinary meeting we heard
from Ross Johnson  of his experience of fronting up
on a TV ‘Good Morning’ programme in a slot for ‘Boys
and their Toys’.  I presume he had with him his steam
tug Juliana, his hot air TE, and his beam engine and
he spoke about these without an opportunity to talk
about the club.  He was impressed by the visit to the
TV studios, with all the preparation and time involved,
down to the facepowder, and the keeping to a strict
time slot in the programme itself.  Some of the earlier
items got a bit over time and Ross could see his time
being whittled away but he still felt he was given
adequate time just prior to the end of the programme
at 1100hrs.

This all started with HVMES getting an e-mail and
a phone call from Fiona Apanui, a researcher for TVNZ
‘Good Morning Show’.  Gavin’s loco was too big to take
into the studio and as it is generally a ‘live’ show, we
hit on Ross who had the models that could go with
him.  We hope to be able to see the result at the next
meeting as Ross has a copy of it.

(While on the TV topic I must report that another
member has appeared on TV recently.  Bob Garrett

must indeed have been an enterprising company.

Now back to local stuff. With the introduction of
new postal codes nationwide and formalizing of
suburb and city addresses we must ask that members
confirm the addresses to which we are to post
newsletters. We ask that all members provide those
details ASAP, (particularly people outside our
immediate area and to whom we post.)

We will use this opportunity to update and
redistribute our roll of member’s names, addresses
and telephone numbers. If members care to
contribute E Mail addresses we will include those as
well.

Club activities we have planned for July include:-

*) RAILWAY RUNNING DAYS :-
      Sunday 2nd July – Team 1
      Sunday 16th July – Team 2
      (1.00pm until 4.00pm each day)

The first running day in August will be Sunday
6/8. That will be team ones turn. The same running
times as for July will apply.

*) WORKING BEES :- Saturday Mornings

     July 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, and 29th

*) JULY GENERAL MEETING
     Thursday 13th July. That meeting will

commence at 7.30 pm in the IHC centre in Goodshed
Road, Upper Hutt. We will concentrate on club
business. Any items of interest that members are able
to show will be appreciated.

We don’t have anything exciting to report about
track running in June. Operations were abandoned
on both scheduled running days because of poor
weather.  We hope we will be able to do better next
month.

Our club general meeting for June was not well
attended. It was completed in a relatively short time.
We considered a number of items of inward
correspondence, among them minutes of the MEANZ
Biennial General Meeting  and a request by MEANZ
for nominations of persons interested in and capable
of acting as Safety Auditors among local clubs. If any
of our members are interested in participating in that
activity we can show them the notes we have, the
safety guidelines and requirements and
responsibilities of auditors and discuss putting their
name forward.

An item from minutes of the MEANZ meeting
proposes establishment of a database of patterns
available for loan to other members to make castings.
If any of our members have patterns they are
prepared to share will they please advise the writer
with details of the pattern(s) and the model to which
it/they apply.

The meeting also agreed to accord priority to
completing construction of our small gauge elevated
railway and that where necessary that project would
take precedence.

It was also agreed we would try to establish a
club web site that we may be able to have hosted
free on an Upper Hutt Council sponsored Community
Activities web page. If we can get that sorted I am
sure it will be of great assistance in promoting our
activity. We will make a determined effort toward that.

I think that is all we have for the moment. I wish
the best to our readers.

HVMES Notes  - The Editor
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got a second or two on Sunday’s Dunbar &
Sloane Auction programme.  Bob had just
purchased himself a telescope, and looking
pleased with his luck, had a word or two on
that.)

Claude  referred us to an article he found
to be of interest in the Keirunga Gardens
‘Platform’  It gave some of the details of early
extensive rail freight tunnels under Chicago.

Brian Wheeler  had the front wheels for
his 2” scale Burrell TE assembled and on show
along with a bunch of spokes for the rear
wheels that were partly machined.

We were then treated to a remarkably
interesting video of the Schafbergbahn, an
Austrian rack railway out of St Wolfgang.  It
gave some insight of the inner, and seasonal
workings from the locomotive’s point of view.
Great scenery of course and lots of
atmosphere as an old steam loco was the focus.
We missed out on the temperature and the smell
parts of the total atmosphere!

The web revealed this information on the
loco shown which was of the type in the video
except that it did not have a Giesel ejector but
rather a classic flared funnel.  The motion of the
rocking lever and rods was fascinating and was
accompanied by all the right noises.  Good luck
and common sense with the translation!  By the
way the video was all in English.

Eröffnet 1893

Spureite: 1000mm

Länge: 5,8 km

Höchste Neigung: 260 Promille

Zahnstangensystem: Abt

Betreiber: ÖBB

All the locos on the line
are not so old and though we
did not see one in the show the
internet gave this view of
modern steam traction on the
Schafbergbahn in the Austrian
Salzkammergut region. Loc
999.204 ‘Robert Stolz’ was
built in 1996 by DLM in
Winterthur (nr 5688). St
Wolfgang, 4 September 2000.
(c) Rob Reinders

At the Track.
Work around the

Ticket Office continues
but progress is a bit
dependent on the
weather and the cool
conditions on our site
with the consistent
southerlies.  This has
affected the track
running too and there
have not been crowds of
people around.  The two
Sundays run lately
averaged about 65
passengers.  Even so

there have been the regular passengers turning up and
the enthusiasm of
some of the young
riders is amazing and
even the mothers can
tell  you all  about
Thomas and the other
occupants of his shed.
I was even likened to
the “* Controller’ on
my last stint, and I was
not wearing a bowler.

The Pohutukawa
trees around the back
of the clubhouse have
been quietly removed
by the council as they

have been causing serious problems with our drains.

The committee has agreed that the next project will
be the refurbishment of the raised track as attention
will become urgent in the next six months.  Costing will
be done and an attempt may be made to get some trust
assistance with this particular project.  (See comment
in Claude’s report below.)

HVMES President’s Report 2005-6
We come to the end of another year of enjoying our

Society and our Hobby. It is indeed a pleasure to present
this report at our 46th. AGM.

I believe that we have had another successful year.
Our membership, whilst not increasing, stays strong.

I, as Your President, and the Committee thank

The front wheels for Brian
Wheeler’s 2” scale TE
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“Speedy” sprang a leak high up in the combustion
chamber, but with a generous dose of pepper, and no
salt, Peter Anderson remedied that problem. Thank you
to you both.

Finally I wish to once more record, on behalf of all
the members, our appreciation, to Gavin as our
Secretary, Rex Hill for looking after our Finances, and
Peter Anderson for the great job he does editing and

producing the “Blast Pipe”. To all our members I wish
a successful year in what ever your endeavours are and
again thank you all for the support you all give to our
Society.

Claude N. Poulsen
President. 7th June 2006.

Project Challenge for 2008 Convention.
The Manukau Club have announced the project for

the LES MOORE CHALLENGE TROPHY  and each club
needs to decide to get an entry in if at all possible.  All
the time will be needed to get such a contrivance
finished for the event so what can be done?

The project —

To design, manufacture and run a steam powered
device to pump or lift the maximum volume of water to
a head height of 900 mm in 15 minutes.

The challenge rules are –

The challenge “machine” will be small enough so
international delegates can design and bring their
“machine” with them and compete with the local
entrants -

The miniature steam boiler  must not exceed 1 litre
( 1000 cc) in full to brim volume.

The maximum working pressure must not exceed 2 bar
- (30 PSI)

The boiler must be fitted with a functional safety valve
set at 2 bar (30 PSI) max pressure.

The boiler design can be horizontal or vertical, water

members for their continued support of our Society.

It is sad to have to report the death of Clive
Adams. Clive was an active member here prior, to
their move to Hawkes Bay. On a more positive note it
is great to record that Allen Turner, a past President,
turned 90 on New Years Day. Several members were
able to join Allen for his Birthday Party. It is also of
note to record that Bill Yemm and John Beeforth have
entered their 80th years. Congratulations.

The year has seen the completion of the shunt
tracks, to give access to the rear of the Club Building,
so that the movement and storage of the 7½”G
trolleys is now so much easier. A re-aligned track
into the storage tunnel has been commenced. (Since
March this has been completed). This, along with the
reversing ability on #2970 will make the movement
of that loco a real “piece of cake”. To all those who
gave what ever assistance in this project my thanks,
and the thanks of all the users. In particular I must
record the effort and time that Gavin McCabe put into
building the points and tracks, having them hot
galvanised and directing the laying of them.

As of late 2005 work has commenced on
bringing the Station building back into good repair.
For this thanks are due to Roy Hamilton. Again since
March several people have given of their time to this
task and it now nears completion. Thank you all.

This will still leave the Station shelter to be
painted. Another major task looming is renovation
of the raised track. I know that this does not receive
the use that it once did. One can blame this on the
proliferation of 7½”G rolling stock. However I believe
that the raised track is still an important part of our
rail system and must be maintained. As the annual
financial report will show we do have a reserve bank
account which would assist in this as a project.
Perhaps, we, like so many other clubs should seek
finance from the various Trusts! We will need to think
seriously about that.

Again this year we have been able to enjoy a
variety of presentations at our monthly meetings. I
do not propose to list them all but, it is my belief that
they have all been well received. The “Bits on the
Table’ has elicited a varied range of items among
which, to only mention a few has been - Ross
Johnson’s, Beam Engine, Ian Wilson’s, 5"G 4-6-0
“Royal Engineer”; Murray McKenzie’s 3D computer
controlled router. That is but a taste of what we have
had to see and enjoy.

Our one away from Club Rooms outing for the
year was to Mainline Steam Trust at Plimmerton. We
were hosted by Ian Welch who spared no effort in
showing us around and explaining the work that is
going on, and the aims of the Trust. Thank you Ian.

Over the Christmas period Gavin McCabe took
#2970 into his workshop and fitted new commercial
grade sprockets and drive chains. This has made a
big difference to the smooth running of the loco.

Some wonderful cranes were built for the Challenge that was
contested at the Hamilton convention in 2004.  This is Bruce
Geange’s  from Palmerston North, and it was a work of art.  The
previous convention at Palmerston North was based on small
traction engines and of course this year in Christchurch there were
only the two entries for a steam driven amphibious vehicle.
What will entries look like this Challenge?  Fire engines? Sewage
Plants? Elephants? Coffee Makers?
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tube or fire tube.

A -1/8 BSP or 1/4 BSP socket must be available on
the top of the boiler to insert the MLS supplied
pressure gauge. Any boiler that exceeds 2 bar (30 PSI)
will be disqualified.

The boiler must have a test certificate confirming a
hydraulic test to 4 bar - (60 PSI)

The liquid fuel will be methylated spirits - (called
alcohol in some countries)

The fuel will be used at atmospheric pressure.
Pressurizing of the fuel is not allowed.

THE WATER PUMP or LIFTING DEVICE -

The steam powered device is your choice-

The steam engine type can be oscillating, single or
multi cylinder-

The valve design can be piston, slide or poppet valve
type -

The device can be a straight line steam pump or a
conveyor bucket system

It can be piston, centrifugal or a
venturi pumping design - The choice
is yours.

WATER SUPPLY TANKS -

This will be in the form of a
plastic cake tin about 100 mm (4")
tall which will need to hold about 3
litres of water- The MLS club will
supply these with a male hose tail
fitting to suit 8 mm ( 5/16") I.D. hose-

WATER DELIVERY MEASURING
CONTAINERS -

These will be supplied in the
form of a clear plastic graduated jug
of 2 liter capacity. 1.2 meters (48")
of8 mm (5/16") inside diameter clear
plastic hose will also be supplied to
each contestant to pipe up their
“machines”

COMPETITION RULES  - First night, test runs -
Second night, Competition for real.

The boilers will be filled to their operating levels with
cold tap water.

The boiler fuel burners will all be lit at the same time

The “machine” that has lifted the most water up the

900 mm head height in the given time limit will be
declared the winner.

The time limit from lighting the fire will be decided
after a few trial runs on the test night but we would
expect it to be about 15 minutes. (The water in the
boilers must not run out)

Please register your interest to enter this challenge
so we know how many containers and pressure gauges
to purchase. Contact Convenor - Ian McKay
ian.mckay@clear.net.nz

Will HVMES  be able to get an entry in this time?
We have been notable by our absence in the past.

Can anyone supply some heavy water for the
other contestants?

Let us hear about your ideas!

It is noted that Wheels and Floats,Tauranga,
report that they have already nominated their leader
for the project so have a flying start.

eeeee     Another fake steamer  has surfaced -
Lindsay McDonnell sent this pic of what could be a
delightful steam loco.  (Photo above)

“Here’s the latest loco built by Shane Carr. It was
built for Carl Vanderspek, Burnaby, BC. It’s a marrow
gauge (3ft.g.) scale Denver & Rio Grande Western R.R.
2-8-0 on 7.5" gauge. The stack never gets dirty. It’s a

battery electric using four EMD 24v dc
motor/gearboxes. The batteries are in
the tender. The loco frame is very thick
and the weight on the drive wheels is
approx. 1000 lbs. The boiler is a piece
of 1/2" thick steel tube. It has a
Phoenix Sound system which is very
realistic.

If you must have a fake steam
loco, then this one is about as good as
it gets.”

e    e    e    e    e    Doris  Plans  -- Anyone
want a set of plans for Doris , a 3¼”G

On the last day of the Canmod Convention it
started off misty wet and this deterred some, but
not Nat Ryan.  He got Ken McIntyre’s Phantom
into service and it looked well with its plume of
steam.
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4-6-0 designed by LBSC ? David Grant-Taylor found
a set for sale in the Leisure Time Book Exchange,
Queens Arcade Lower Hutt marked at $45.

e    e    e    e    e    Steamers and Dreamers  for May/
June 06 has a colour photo on the front page of
Maurice Ellery’s 7½”G Sweet Creek shown at the
Thames Open Weekend in May.  Dark green would
appear to be the standard flavour for these locos.
Since then it has attended the Queens Birthday run
at Manukau as reported by John Romanes in the
Keirunga Park Platform.  It is another version of the
same loco described by Andrew Sullivan in the June
Blast Pipe.

Another new loco depicted in S & D was an
Electric built by Ikon Engineering for
Roy Pickard in Texas, USA.  A report
on the delivery trip to the Comanche
and Indian Gap RR  is included.  The
B- B loco in 7¼”G is called Ec9 but it
does not really relate to the NZR Ec
like other models of the class that
have been built.  It has outside
flycranks on the bogies with coupling
rods to take the drive to all wheels.
The cranks and rods are painted red
so they cannot be missed.  A
character of its own and lets call it a
diesel as there are no pantographs.
(Giles Photo below)

e    e    e    e    e    In the Club news section of ME4273
Brian Wheeler’s so called ‘stainless’ balls gets a
mention.  It would appear that there are sympathisers
in the UK who have been through the same sort of
experience.

e    e    e    e    e    A tethered perspective!!

The Blenheim newsletter includes a report from
Ken McIntyre on an activity many of us are not familiar
with – that of tethered model car racing.  There is a
track at Blenheim and another at Otago and both rely
on Ken to promote the ‘sport’.

“Due to the warm temperatures, the pylon cars
performed very well on Heritage day. The 5-6cc
powered cars travelled at 140-160 km/hr. However,
it was the 10cc “red car” that really pulled the crowds
in close, with speeds consistently a little over 300 km/
hr! Following Heritage day I spent a week in Dunedin

22 - 23 July -- Hawkes Bay Mid Winter Open Days
Labour Weekend
21 - 23 Oct 2006 -- New Plymouth Open Weekend
20 - 23 October -- Havelock North Live Steamers

Open Weekend  (Fri H Bay Show day)
11 -12 Nov 2006 -- Tauranga Open Weekend.
Every fine Sunday afternoon the HVMES run at
the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs  - Welcome.
Maidstone, Upper Hutt,  run on the 1st, and 3rd
Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!

Dates to Note

at the OMES, on their car track. A 3.5cc powered car
belonging to Chris Kennedy reached a speed of 176
Km/hr. However, finally, after 30 years of developing
and tuning my “red car”, it reached a speed of 325
km/hr, and that accomplishment has left me feeling
that all my endeavours were worthwhile! - Ken”

e    e    e    e    e    Model Torque  reports that Hawkes
Bay  are having a mid winter open weekend 22-23
July 2006.  They include a flyer which is on  the table
in the clubhouse.

They sprung a Life Membership  on Graham
Leabourn  at their AGM in April and he “somehow
had to rise to the occasion and express his heartfelt
thanks —— “

A well deserved honour resulting
from his long association and
leadership role in the society.

They have a fairly new website
too –     www.hbmes.piczo.com

I have checked it out and there
are plenty of photos but all of small
size and only a few have a caption and
then they don’t tell you very much.

e    e    e    e    e    Jack Watson  has
been sending out the Otago
newsletter Connecting Rod on and off
over the past few years and was
Editor for it over a period too.  An e-
mail has advised that Jack died on 22

June   Heather Wilson forwarded a photo of Jack
sitting selling tickets for train rides at the track –
which is how many will remember him.

We commiserate with the family and the
Otago Society on their loss.

The ‘Green Truck’  that Ron Blackwood has recently acquired
is fairly widely travelled.  This photo was taken at Hamilton
during the 2004 convention. Photo - Anderson


