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John Romanes Ge 2/4 #212 had a run on the Kapiti track in the

late afternoon of 31 August. Colin Burleigh is trying it out with

Jock Miller from Canterbury SMEE riding behind. The train is

emerging from the top end of the new tunnel into the long cutting.
- Photo Anderson

Hutt Valley MES -

Meeting on Wednesday 4 October
commencing at 7-45pm.

Ken Orman will be our visiting speaker
on ‘Modelling in Wood’

We look forward to seeing some more bits
and pieces on the table too - so bring your
contribution.

HVMES Committee Meeting
The next one will be on Tuesday, 17 October,
7.30pm — at the Clubrooms.

Maidstone MES -
Our club mee tingwillbea t
7.30pm on Thursda y 13 Oc tober

in the IHC cen tre in Goodshed R oad, Upper
Hultt.

HVMES Notes - The Editor

Twelve of us gathered for a pleasant September
meeting. The feature was the video of Fred Dibnah’s
steam tractor/roller convertible restoration and the
start of the trip around the UK. Gavin used his data
projector to give a good viewing and, as with all the
BBC series on Fred, it was a fascinating couple of
episodes that we watched. (Four to go) The whole
conceptis so incongruous in the midst of normal UK
road traffic. The scenes of the tractor hauling the
stinky through narrow country byways fitted the
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theme, but the silhouette of the tractor with its plume
of steam and the trailing hut crossing a modern
concrete motorway viaduct and that of the consist
traversing the crowded streets of London emphasises
the Quixotic nature of the tripping. Dibnah appears to
me to be England’s Irwin. Nowhere near Dianna! but
TV obviously had a hand in making them both.

Fred died back on 6 Nov 2004 and the series was
filmed after June 2004 when Old Glory reported that
the newly restored Aveling was awaiting pressure
testing so the time span was not great.

Ross Johnson brought us up to date with
progress on his 1¥%"scale Burrell telling us he has
turned the gunmetal cylinder casting into 50% swarf.

At that stage he was asking for more information on
how the differential drive centre was attached to the
axle as this feature was not obvious from the drawings.

lan Welch  came with some photos and a story to
tell of a ‘model loco’ that came up for sale. It turned
outto be a 5”G Britannia built by an Allan Fox in Porirua
who had no club links and built it as a hobby. Of course
lan fell in love with it.

He went on to tell of some of his MLS Trust activity
and all the checks and inspections required to actually
run anything. It might have been 5 or 7 inspections
but the last straw has been a risk analysis of the risk
analysis but the back has NOT been broken — after all,
the objective is to run steam on the main line.

The photos were of some of his locomotives over
in South Africa and others that are being restored.
Lucas Nel has helped him with some of the work
required and lan mentioned that Lucas was working
for Sandstone Estates who are restoring a number of
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narrow gauge locomotives from various sources. Their
main restoration project is maintaining a portion of
one of the narrow gauge lines that served their Estate
and this is run by the NG Garratts.
Googled onto www.sandstone-estates.com and |
copy a report from Lucas showing that there is plenty
going on —

Bloemfontein Workshops (Lukas Nel)
Work continues on the ex Sena Peckett and Feldbahn. Both
locos are expected to be finished before the end of 2006 if
various missing fittings can be sourced. Recently the Feldbahn
was run on the short test track powered by compressed air to
test various motion components. The NG4 continues to make
progress and it is expected that the next project will be the
1936 Cockerill built NGG16 no: 88 ,purchased from a private
owner at Port Shepstone some years ago. This fourth addition
to the Garratt fleet will mean Sandstone has locomotives from
four different builders, NGG13 no: 49 being from Hanomag,
NGG16 no: 113 from Beyer Peacock and no: 153 from Hunslet

Taylor.)

Alan Spinks  was with us and told us a bit about
the railway he is establishing on his property. He has
about 150m of track down and is working toward a
circuit of about 300m. He bought 5 gondola cars that
were fitted with 5"G bogies and is converting them to
7 %2 by cutting the axles in half and fitting and securing
a sleeve over the stubs to hold the wheels at the new
gauge, and of course fitting wider bolsters . His
daughter was married on 9/2/06 and a train was
involved. The Groom was hopefully taking her further
than the end of the track. The last wagon contained
all the gear including the proverbial kitchen sink.

The Club supper gradually got underway as the
group turned into general discussion.

At the Track

10/9 was not so good on the forecast but was
very pleasant down at the track and in the end we had
just over 100 passengers. Graeme Harris called by as
did Gavin and notably Ben Calcott who helped run the
service for a while before he had to move on to other
commitments. Graeme’s son, Eric, was badly hurt in
a fall from a moving train, getting between it and the
platform, and Graeme was going on to visit him after
his call. We do hope Eric makes progress as he has a
broken pelvis and other injuries. We do feel for
Graeme and his wife too, as they have their ongoing
health concerns to cope with as well.

On 17/9 David Brownlow and Graeme Harris had
Ec 8 running down at the track and this was a real
novelty. It seemed
to draw the crowd
too as they doubled
the figures for the
previous weekend.
The weather had a
hand in it too, but
caused us to cancel
running on 24/9.

#2970 s still
a matter of some
concern due to the
state of the chain
final drive to each
axle. Claude has
purchased a
tensioning device
to install on the
‘normally’ slack

(inspired by this |

side of the chains and the fitting of these will be done
in the near future. Inthe meantime itis simply a need
to be gentle on the throttle to give smooth acceleration
and deceleration, but that is good driving practice in
any case.

Maidstone Notes - Bob Begbie

We extend our greetings and best wishes to our
members and to readers of this newsletter. We will
open by congratulating Mrs. Val. Clarke on her election
as a life member of the Hamilton club and by wishing
her a speedy and successful resolution of her health
issues. Val has been both secretary of the Hamilton
Club and editor of that clubs newsletter for as long as
I can remember reading newsletters. All down here
wish her the very best.

I am afraid our news position is a bit like that of
last month; there is not a lot! The weather in the early
part of September again limited our activities, though
things improved in the later part of the month. We did
manage a good running day on Sunday 17/9 and made
a few bob for the kitty. On that day we used the Hunslet
locomotive which we mentioned at the time of the last
newsletter was being repaired by George Harvey. The
work George did was successful. We thank him for the
time he put into the job and the effort he made.

I will refer again, if | may, to the suggestion made
in the last newsletter that we make an effort to target
our running days to meet with events scheduled in
Maidstone Park when bigger crowds might be
expected. | have just received the Council Recreation
and Arts Magazine for September/October and note
that on Saturday and Sunday, the 9-10 Sept. the Upper
Hutt dog training school held their spring agility event
in Maidstone Park, with dogs from all over the country
competing and free entry for spectators. Sunday10/
9 was not one of our scheduled running days but it
may have been a good opportunity to test the idea.
Unfortunately | did not hear of the event in time.

That same issue of the UHCC Rec and Arts Mag
also includes notice of free advertising of upcoming
events in our local Upper Hutt Leader newspaper for
recreation and sporting groups. Again we have passed
the deadline for October advertising but | will try to
have notice of our monthly running days included in
that paper from the next opportunity.

Our September club general meeting was

The Wedding Express, on Alan Spinks’ home track.
- PHoto courtesy Alan Spinks



constructive. Work is proceeding to complete a web
page we can have hosted on our city councils arts and
entertainment website with the object of better
publicizing our activities. We have started purchase of
materials to build the chassis and drive of the 7%"
gauge petrol engined locomotive to be built as a club
project. A specification has been prepared of work
required to complete reconstruction of our small gauge
raised track and is with a contractor for pricing, the
first stage in the task of raising finance for that job.

We have received an update (21/9/06) of matters
being managed by MEANZ. Copy of that report will be
posted on our club notice board.

Club activities we have planned for October
include:-

Railway Running Days - 12.30 to 4.30 pm each
day.

Sunday 1st October — Team 1

Sunday 15th October - Team 2

The first running day in November will be Sunday
5th Nov., Team 1 to do the honors.

Working Bees — Saturday Mornings, 7th & 21st
October.

October General Meeting — Thursday 12th
October. The meeting will commence at 7.30 pm in
the IHC centre in Goodshed Road Upper Hutt. That
meeting will continue planning and report progress of
our current activities. -- I wish the best to our readers.

MEANZ (Our National Associat{ot

Arecentreport from MEANZ has advised that steps
are being taken to implement the Safety Audit scheme
proposed at the meeting at Canmod. Gavin McCabe
is one of those who will be at the next meeting to set
up the following stage. Your Editor is Secretary for
this Association and is clearly involved too.

The relevant paragraph is reproduced below —

“Safety Management. Many clubs submitted
nominations of suitable members who are willing to
undertake safety auditing for other clubs. The scheme
is still being organised and following a MEANZ Exec
meeting at the end of August several of those
nominated have been contacted and will be assisting
to formulate the procedures and the initial audits. This
meeting will be held over the weekend of 4-5
November and more detail will flow from that
discussion. Further nominated members may be
called on as the next stage is implemented.

As you will already be aware the intention is to set
up a reasonable scheme that suits Club needs to
maintain and verify a safe operation. Atthe same time,
it needs to be acceptable to the authorities as an
alternative to the Chartered Engineer’s inspection
called for under the Amusement Devices Regulations.
We have found this to be unrealistic for our activities.”

Useful software | have met

Our Garage beam
and Carbide tip shapes and dimensions

A beam for lifting out your engine

Our homework from the last month was to
calculate the size of a beam of RHS laid across your
garage that will take an engine block of 450kg. It will

also carry a fair sized model loco. Give it a safety factor
of 10 both because you will be standing beneath it and
because it would be horrible to bust your toy.

My garage which | am in the throes of completing
is 3.0 m across, that is, the face to face measure. Open
Beamboy in metric units, 3.00m beam. Open “feature
list”, “add feature”, “simple support” at 0 m and 3 m,
and then set the beam properties. | happen to have a
couple of bits of | beam sitting round, the Beamboy
programme can handle those alright. My | beam is
150 deep x 75 wide, with flanges near 13 mm thick. It
is the shape corresponding to the designation ASB 105.
Open “beam properties”, click “calculate”, and enter the
beam width 75, height 150, and thickness 6. Rough
values are OK here since one of the features of Beamboy
lets us use values for standard beams once we have got
things rolling. Click “calculate”. The programme
calculates the moments for that beam, click “use these
values”. A new small window will open, click “choose”,
and we get the option of several standard beams The
beam | have corresponds to 6 inch and 12 Ibs per foot
and is in the list for S Beams; (you may have to look up
beam properties in an engineering book). Click the 6 x
12.5 entry, then click the box “use X-X values”. This
corresponds to loading in the normal sense, through
the web of the beam. We are now back to the beam
properties box, click “continue”.

Now open “calculate”, “calculate stress and
deflection”, and look at the graphs. The stress at the
centre is near 27 MPa, a reasonable value for yield stress
in steel is 250MPa so this will give us a safety factor of 9
which is good enough for me.

There are a couple of things to note here. You ought
to be a qualified structural engineer to do this
calculation, so | make no warranties at all about the
outcome. Beamboy, in the help menu, makes a similar
disclaimer.

The deflection graph shows a measurable
deflection of near 1.5 mm in the beam at 450 kg load.
The calculation shows how big beams need to be to
safely support large loads, and we can substitute values
for a 75 x75 by 5 rectangular hollow section (the heavy
wall stuff) to see that the safety factor is only 2 and the
deflection is really alarming at 11 mm. If you geta 3.2
meters long length of the | beam above which will just
sit on the frames, it is very heavy at about 58 kg, and is
awkward to handle. Incidentally adding the weight of
the beam into the beam feature list at 18 kg/m increases
the stress by about 2MPa and decreases the safety
margin by 7% to a safety factor of 8.3. A wooden frame
is unlikely to be able to support this sort of load unless
able to put a big wooden strut in place and support it
strongly so it does not buckle. You really should putin
a big strong steel strut, and that is a whole other trial
which | will deal with at another time.

Carbide tips

| am fortunate to have a robust lathe with enough
power to use carbide insert tips. A seller on trademe is
selling packs of these at around $3 to $5 a tip (which is
cheap, believe me) and | was flummoxed by the
designations. | eventually found a very good description
of the designation system at www.carbidedepot.com/
formulas-insert-d.htm Sometimes when you do a
google search on a topic the return may give you a choice
of a PDF file or an HTM file. Almost always, the html file
will load much faster and carries pretty much the same
info, the only disadvantage is that it cant be altered if
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you want to print out small parts of it.. Anyway, the
carbide depot pages describe milling and turning
insert designations for shape and size and some
information on grade (the application in terms of
materials, and roughing or finishing). Getting more
detail on the exact grade requires us to visit the
manufacturers website. | find that the easiest to
negotiate isthe ISCAR siteat ~ www.iscar.com , or enter
iscar in a google search and go directly to the
electronic catalogue which should have the address
displayed under the iscar.com entry. The next
easiest, but a long way behind is the Sandvik site at
www.coromant.sandvik.com The Seco electronic
catalogue at  http://ecat.secotools.com is not bad
but not all the pages are available when you point to
them. At this point we find that specialized parts like
grooving or parting off, copy milling or copy turning
carry numbering systems that are not really
compatible across all manufacturers. So you have

to really want them if you are going to check on the
manufacturers website with a dial up (aka incredibly
slow for such large files) connection.

By the way, | did buy some tips — some cermets
which are meant to be good for very hard materials.
They only cost $4 a tip, and | allocated the cost to my
education budget. David Grant-Taylor

*4*

managed to overcome was to actually see a project
through from start to finish. Dad encouraged me to
finish off a little stationary engine and boiler set | was
3/4 of the way through. he said “You aren’t going to
start another project until you have finished that one
off” and | think it's gone a long way to help me be
consistent to finish other ones off. Not pointing fingers,
but how many projects have we heard of that have been
started and remain unfinished?

With the guidance of my Dad and other men whom
I have come to respect, | have built a 3¥4” gauge battery
electric “Toby” tram, restored two 34" steam locos and
am now stuck into a 5" gauge “R” class.

For me, the hobby of model engineering is about
having fun and being creative with limited resources to
make a nice end result. Also passing on hints and tips
and learning from others. To me, the social aspect is
just as much fun as actually driving the model, and
enjoying the hobby with others.

Personally | found it a little difficult fitting in when
| first joined my club, but there were a few good guys
that made it worthwhile going along and who did their
best to provide encouragement and offered a drive of
their locos while | was working on mine. Stuff like that
doesn’t go unnoticed to a young fellow, and those
people may not realise how much an impact on me
that they have made.

A Young Man’S Live Steam Journeypersonal satisfaction, encouraging and being

Nigel Woolley of NSW, Australia put this
comment up on the COALS e-mail list and |
reproduce it here with his permission.

“Hi, | know there has been a bit of a debate
recently in model engineering circles about the future
of our hobby, but as a young fellow, | would like to
throw my two cents in the ring.

| am 24 years old and have always enjoyed
mechanical things and working with my hands. |
think that came from my father, who has a workshop
and has been building some locos over the years.

My first introduction was a Meccano set when |
was five years old. That set got so

encouraged, goes a long way to bring in other guys
like me. I know how it feels to be standing on the other
side of the fence drooling at the locos in the steaming
bay. |also know how it feels to be ushered in by some
bloke who wants to show the particulars to a young
guy getting started.

So that's why | like to talk to the outsiders and give
the young guys a go of my engine and let them know
they can do it too. Of course there are safety aspects
these days, but | want to err more on the side of being

Nigel talking with David Naylor at the AALS Convention at the
Warner track at Easter 2005. The Jubilee tank engine is one of the
ones he refurbished. - Photo Anderson

used and abused that I'm at a loss to
find most of the pieces! Around that
time we moved from Melbourne up
to Newcastle NSW and | was very
interested in the live steam locos at
Edgeworth (LMLS). | would go home
so inspired to build myself a working
model just like those guys and out
came the Lego and Duplo. We had a
Duplo train set and combining the
pipework and valves from my Lego
with the Duplo engine, | had my own
“live steam” loco to be pushed around
the kitchen floor. It was all in the
imagination.

Since then, | have built heaps of
little things in my Dad’s workshop.
With his encouragement, | have built
some “pop-lid boilers” out of
international roast coffee tins, with
the lid as a big safety valve, and have
hooked little donkey engines and
turbines up to them and have had
hours and hours of fun.

One of the big hurdles | have




encouraging and showing them
the ins and outs than squashing
them down. With bigger clubs
we all face the possibility of
stagnating, and | think that we
as a fraternity survive on a
turnover of fresh blood. Sadly
it's the rude bad guys that
outsiders remember most, and
it gives them a wrong
impression of the hobby
because of the people.

Many thanks to the folks
out there who are friendly,
encouraging, and kind to the
younger guys. ltis appreciated
and you may not know until
many years later how you have
been influential in fostering
their interests. It's this hobby

that keeps us young and
inspired, and together let's reach out to some new
guys, because | guess we were all in that position once.

Cheers and happy steaming

Nigel Woolley LMLS “

(Lake Macquarie Livet8amers )

Ron Harris

Information up on the COALS e-mail list advises
that Ron Harris passed away last Thursday Sep 21.
Ron was an early member of the Hamilton Model
Engineers and a builder of locomotives. He had some
success with his pumps and injectors and has sold
many. He moved to Queensland years ago after taking
redundancy from the Railways but he had railways in
his blood and the driving and modelling has always
been a large part of his life.

Ron Harris encouraged me as a young guy and |
recall a trip up to Huntly where Ron was driving on the
NZR in the late 1950’s. It was not to see the full size
4-8-0 Bb's they had on the line, but to see his PV Baker
in steam on about six feet of track he had in the back
yard of the railway house they lived in. That must have
been one of my first ‘steaming up’ experiences.

Ron was always the enthusiast and it was good
having contact with him over the years on the job, and
in model engineering circles. Of course we ‘lost” him
to Australia quite some time ago but it was great to
catch up with him at Cobden in 2001. He was still
busy giving help on injectors and pumps at that time
too. Condolences to the family at this time of loss.

New Steam Engine

The local Featherston paper had an article with
such a heading referring to the Featherston Miniature
Fell Society and Ron Blackwood has made the cutting
available to the Editor. | have had a chat to Colin
Robinson to bring the story more in line with our
expectations and of course he confirmed the paper
statements in the process.

They had been investigating the possibility of
getting a steam loco now they are better established,
and had heard that Chris Rogers was building a
‘Dolgoch’  for Alan Spinks. They have persuaded him
to make one for them at the same time. At the stage
they were negotiating this, a benefactor stepped out,

The photo of Dolgoch is from a P B Whitehouse book and was
renamed Pretoria, as shown here, for a period around the Boer War.

and his gift will cover about 80% of the building cost.

Dolgochis No.2, one of the original Talyllyn locos,
an 0-4-OWT built by Fletcher Jennings, Whitehaven
in 1866. It was built for 2'-3" gauge and the model
will be on 7%2"g but | do not know what actual scale
the loco will be built in.

It is close to being a rolling chassis but it is not
expected in service for a year or so.

In the meantime petrol engined H199 s giving
good service and has been seen this year at Kapiti
and Colin assures us that one day — maybe before
Christmas, they will pay us a visit at Petone.

From Here and There - Editor

e Canterbury SMEE are to hold an open
weekend over 5 — 7 January 2007 as they are so
well practiced at hosting a get together after their
Canmod event of 2006. 2007 is an ‘off year for a
national convention and this is one reason for their
repeat event.

e Southland have their  GLTS 14/15 October

e Rotorua 30 ™ Anniversary celebrations
bring an Open Weekend and Dinner 9/10 December.

If attending the dinner at $15 a head they require
advice by 28 October.

Also reproduced in their August newsletter are
several articles on lathes and workshop topics from
Chris Heaphy’s website. Unfortunately this site has
disappeared and its replacement is really just an
advertising site for individuals to sell workshop gear.
“replacement” website at www. homeworkshop.org.uk/

e Auckland  have decided to shift their exhibition
from their usual Easter spot to some time in the
September school holidays next year and thereafter.
They still plan to have a big run day on the track over
the Panmure Festival time as that is their biggest track
event.

In the September Bits and Pieces session
Olsen had some gear cutters and diamond burrs
obtained from Chronos, UK, at reasonable prices and

John
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of more interest to us is the fact that he had
photos of progress on the boat hull to take his
completed steam engine. “Very rapid progress”
was the comment so that sounds good. | hope
the gear cutters are not a side track to the boat
building!

e Northern Views reports that the
Whangarei  club visited Grahan Craw’s
collection of vehicles etc in some old buildings

at Maungatapere, not far to the west of
Whangarei. Iltems were crammed into the
space and all sorts of equipment was to be
discovered by wending through the collection.

A few photos were included but it appeared
impossible to get anything worthwhile due to
tight spacing. The collection is not far on from
Heritage Park, where the club has their track
site, and which is shared with clubs with other
collections of heritage nature.

A photo showed an NZR old ‘A’ class 0-4-0T loco

with the comment — Almost like new, but it did not
identify it. It is likely to be A62 which was listed in W
G Lloyds’ book as belonging to a Mr Insley of Avondale
in 1996.

e Model Torque , August 06 brings various
reports on the Napier open weekend and despite the
wet weather right up to the weekend they had some
reasonable days. Conditions were pretty wet under
foot — and traction engine wheels.

“A drama arose when a traction engine ventured
off what little ‘hard going’ existed on the very saturated
park, and became stuck, requiring first one and then
two other engines to extricate it. This afforded a
spectacle of great interest to the public, but doing no
good to all the turf and the barrier fence.”

There is a full report on the failure of the boiler
on their club loco Maid of Kent It simply lost
pressure after steaming satisfactorily for a couple of
hours.

Inspection showed “the lower left side of the
firebox side wall, approx 40mm above the grate
bulged inward 9mm from the original straight line.
The area was burnt clean of soot . . . and showing

Colin Robinson with the petrol
engined H199 on the lifting
traverser at Kapiti at the end of
their visit on Sat 11 Feb 2006

The August Generator had this photo of 4 engines at the Hawkes
Bay midwinter open weekend. Monty George's 4%2" Fowler, Peter
George's 4" Foster, Bruce Geange's 3" Burrell and Richard Lockett’s
14" Alichin. They report that John McClune also had a 3"scale TE
there but no other details. - Photo - courtesy ‘Generator’

signs of distinct overheating. All stay heads appeared
intact.”

Stays were corroded and had broken about 2mm
from the inner firebox plate and there was scale buildup
severely choking the water leg.

The basic cause was the scale buildup and Napier
is renowned for its hard water. It is noted that they
regularly blow the boiler down at the end of each days
steaming.

Note that the failure was not catastrophic. Allthose
involved with boilers should be aware of the findings
though, and endeavour to check for such build up in
intensively used boilers. The boiler was built in 1982
and had been off the frames for steam pipe repairs a
week before the event and had been ‘descaled’, washed
out, and hydro tested to 1% times BP when no distortion
or leaks were observed.

Read the full report if you are interested.

In the same issue the Society states that they are
interested in purchasing a 5”G diesel outline loco for
their public running. When | was out at Halswell on
20/9 | noticed a 5"G Df6191 swathed in plastic and
fixed to a wooden base and was informed that it was
on its way to Napier having been purchased following
the Canterbury SMEE advert for its sale by tender.
Apparently itis not in good running order, and extensive
work will be required on it, but it looks good.

Dates to Note

Labour Weekend

21 - 23 Oct 2006 -- New Plymouth Open Weekend

20 - 23 October -- Havelock North Live Steamers
Open Weekend (Fri H Bay Show day)

11 -12 Nov 2006 -- Tauranga Open Weekend.

9 - 10 Dec 2006 -- Rotorua Open Weekend & 30th

Every fine Sunday afternoon the HYMES run at

the track at Petone, 1300 to 1600hrs - Welcome.

Maidstone, Upper Hutt, run on the 1st, and 3rd

Sunday of the month. - Welcome there too!




